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Toyrun 2011 

Howzat! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A very big thank you to all those riders and the public who attended the MRA 
Toyrun 2011 and donated to the Salvos. Badges, Patches and TShirts are still  

available online. 
 

The MRA(Vic) executive would like to thank all those volunteers, marshals and 
ride leaders who helped organise and run the event, we could not have done it 

without you. A special thanks to Calder Park Management and Bob Jane. 
 

And most of all, our sincere gratitude and thanks goes to Kerry Walton of Big 
Time Promotions for organising, co-ordinating and running the event and being 

the big kind hearted Santa that he is. Thanks Kerry, it was awesome! 

United 
We 

Ride 
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The culture of safety and 
security eats away at 
everything we do and 
dinosaurs like myself, find it 
harder to explain that each 
of us must stand up and be 
counted. Helmets, 
protective clothing, leg 
protectors, electronic safety 
devices may or may not save 
us. Our wits and God’s 
favour might. But in the end, 
we must have the right to 
live our lives as we see fit, 
respecting our fellow man, 
but in freedom”. 
 

Trevor Baird, Former General 
Secretary of MAG UK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bat leathers, you know you 
want to… 

http://www.mravic.org.au/shop/index.php
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/news/article.php?storyid=2233
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http://www.wombatt
ours.com/contact_u
s.php 
 
MRAVic members will 
receive a 5% discount on 
all Wombat Tours 
Motorcycle holidays in 
Thailand by declaring they 
are MRAVic members. A 
range of motorcycling 
tours are available. 
 
All bike tour excursions 
include bike hire, petrol, 
lunch and back- up 
vehicle and guides.  
 
 
MOTION NOTICE 
 
With the lack of interest 
for volunteers to carry out 
the role of the 4Bs a 
question on the $1641 of 
donated funds for this 
defunct committee has 
been put forward. 
 
The board will raise a 
motion at the AGM for 
these funds to be donated 
to the Emergency & 
Trauma Centre at the 
Alfred Hospital for the role 
they play in helping 
injured riders. 
 
 

Dates 
 
Important dates for 2012 
 
Meeting/event type Date 

MRAV membership renewal date February 20, 2012 

MRAV Board meetings (2012) Third Monday of each month: 
January 11th 2012 
February 8th 2012 
April 16th 2012 
May 21st 2012 
See Website Calendar for further dates 

QGM 2012 Third Monday quarterly: 
June 18th, 2012 
September 17th, 2012 
December 17th, 2012 

AGM 2013 Monday, March 18th, 2013 

MRAV GP Run Saturday, October 27th, 2012 

Eureka Run Sunday, December 2nd, 2012 

MRAV Toy Run Sunday, December 9th, 2012 

Remember Luke Memorial Ride Sunday 4th March, 2012 

Fatality Free Friday Friday, May 25th, 2012 

 
Check out the calendar on our website; 
 
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/extcal/calendar-month.php 
 
Secretary's report 
  
The evolution and growth of the new MRAV continues as a priority for the Board.  It all gets 
a bit squeezy of course in the lead up to Christmas, with big events: the MRAV GP RUN and 
the MRAV Toy Run.  Our volunteers continue to work hard in their endeavours to help to 
make these events a success.  And for those attending the Toy Run destination at Calder 
Park, there was tucked away in a corner the debut of the MRAV trailer.  The acquisition of 
the trailer is a two-fold investment.  It will provide secure storage for our stuff, and it will 
also be a demonstration of a professional brand for our organisation at events like the Toy 
Run and GP Run, and our social rides. 
  
The January 2012 board meeting was devoted to a debrief of the 2011 Toy Run.  As 
Secretary, I am intent on listening, taking notes so as to make sense of the minutes ... what 
clearly comes through is the devotion of people to make the event work.  Kerry Walton 
threw himself energetically into the role of event manager, also enlisting his family.  The 
effort of the Walton family, and other volunteers, and Calder Park staff and others made the 
day fulfilling to participate in and memorable.     
  
The AGM looms before us, and this newsletter is a reminder to all members that your 
involvement in our organisation is important. 
 
Wendy Taylor 

http://www.wombattours.com/contact_us.php
http://www.wombattours.com/contact_us.php
http://www.wombattours.com/contact_us.php
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/extcal/calendar-month.php
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Contact the MRAVic 
PO Box 12905 A’Beckett 
Street Melbourne VIC 3000 
Phone 03 8370 3002 
www.mravic.org.au 
General Email: 
mraa@mravic.org.au 
ABN 28 703 101 330 
 
Patron:  
Professor Marcus Wigan, 
FACS, FInstP, FICE, FIEAust, 
FAITPM, FCILT. 
 
 

MRAVic Board 2011 
President:   
Grant Delahoy 
president@mravic.org.au 
0433229815 
Vice President: 
Paul Finey 
vicepresident@mravic.org.au 

Secretary:  
Wendy Taylor 
secretary@mravic.org.au 
Treasurer:   
John Karmouche 
treasurer@mravic.org.au 
Membership Secretary: 
Gavin Stilgoe 
membershipsecretary@mravic.org.au 

Ordinary Board Members:  
(Events) Kerry Walton 
Tony Ellis 
 

Resource Committee: 
Public Officer:   
Grace Placencio 
4B’s Coordinator: 
Alan (Alois) Zimmer 
Merchandise Officer:  
Yvonne Barker 
Constitutional Advisor: 
Detlef Lamp 
Eureka Run:  
Paul Murphy 
Chief Marshal: 
Mick Doedee 
mravmarshal@gmail.com 

Temporary Australians 
Home grown community television series on  
the Australian motorcycle culture. 
 
Temporary Australians named after one of the  
negative motorcycling stereotypes that riders have to  
live with, the series will give the motorcycle  
community a chance to tell it's story in the most  
positive way possible though the eyes of presenters  
Brendan Jones and Greg Hirst, both of whom have  
Been fixtures in the Aussie motorcycle scene for many  
years (that means they are old!) 
" After many decades of often negative exposure this series gives the Aussie motorcycling 
community a chance to share the positive side of motorcycling with passion and good 
humour "says producer Greg Hirst. 
 
Filming is still occurring but has already captured some special celebrity motorcycling 
moments with the likes of Ten Sports Daryl Beattie, Olympian Kieran Perkins, Underbelly 
actor Les Hill, V8 Stars Todd and Rick Kelly as well as politicians such as Bronwyn Bishop and 
Peter Garrett. There will be some impressive motorcycle characters, places, events and rides 
as well as some very well kept motorcycling secrets. 
The launch of Temporary Australians will see Jonesy and Hirsty joined by Adam Wright from 
Harley Davidson and Cameron Cuthill from Victory Motorcycles, whose companies have 
helped sponsor the series. Master of Ceremonies will be Miles Rangeley, Editor of Live to 
Ride Magazine who will also introduce a brief teaser showcasing the positive and quirky 
aspects of the series as well as announce the airing dates in 2012 around Australia. 
 
Temporary Australians – and proud of it! 
What sort people are proud of an insult? What’s wrong with them? The answer nothing!!! 
They are bikers – and there’s nothing wrong with them. They love the exhilaration and 
challenge of riding Australia’s roads. They understand the nuances of the various motorcycle 
tribes. They also understand that most Australians are ignorant of the passion they share 
with hundreds of thousands of other motorcycling Aussies. They know that that this 
ignorance shows itself in insults and negative stereotyping. Like most Aussies they take it this 
in their stride and take pride in being regarded with distain. What makes them tick and 
shows the fun they have, how they involve their families and how they contribute positively 
to the wider Australian society. 

http://www.mravic.org.au/
mailto:mraa@mravic.org.au
mailto:president@mravic.org.au
mailto:vicepresident@mravic.org.au
mailto:secretary@mravic.org.au
mailto:treasurer@mravic.org.au
mailto:membershipsecretary@mravic.org.au
mailto:mravmarshal@gmail.com


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where style is pure attitude 
 
Women have their own 
individuality and style, 
therefore our Girl Rider ® 
range was specifically 
designed with this in 
mind, as they still want to 
look like a women when 
riding.  
Our range is design by 
women for women and 
girls. 
 
Girlrider Pty Ltd 
18 Yendon Close 
Caroline Springs 
Victoria, 3023 Australia 
 
http://girlrider.com.au/in
dex.html 
 
Phone : (+61 3) 8361 7981 
Fax : (+61 3) 8361 7981 
 
Email : 
info@girlrider.com.au 
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The MRA(Vic) has a new home! 
 

After Quist court was closed in 2007 the MRA(Vic) had been storing equipment, stock 
and records at a lockup in Clayton. After analyzing the costs associated with this the 
board moved this in 2011 to a storage shed provided by Kerry Walton for a further 
reduced cost. Though a “build a brick” fund was established back in 2006 the 
dwindling funds made it apparent that buying into a permanent facility was far from a 
reality.  
With this in mind your President acquired for the association a refurbished scout 
mobile lockup and merchandising trailer. This means the association is now the proud 
owner of a portable facility enabling us to bring merchandise, displays and a place to 
put your feet up and have a coffee and bite to eat wherever motorcyclists congregate! 
The trailer can be stored at the board’s discretion and towed to each of the major 
events for a fast setup and turn around and we hope you get to see it soon! 
 
A donated Plasma screen 
and DVD player fills the rear. 
 
Now all we need is a coffee 
urn and a generator and we 
can go everywhere! 
 
 

http://girlrider.com.au/index.html
http://girlrider.com.au/index.html
mailto:%20info@girlrider.com.au
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Ghost Rider - 

Spirit of Vengence 
 

is in cinemas now. 
 
I guess the best thing 
about it is it can’t be 
worse than the first, right? 
As much as the 
production values and 
effects in the first were 
exceptional and it would 
appear they’ve gone 
another notch up for this 
one, the target audience 
for the first  would have to 
have been a lot younger 
than your average L plater 
rider. Let’s hope they’ve 
taken a more serious look 
at the comic book legend 
this time around as the 
subject is meant to be 
dark, darker than the 
Batman even!  He’s the 
spirit of vengeance for 
crying out loud, not a 
dopey love stuck wimp 
with feelings! Well he’s 
riding a Vmax this time 
round at least so that 
looks promising, but will 
we see the kind of 
mindless carnage and 
violence we’d expect from 
reading the comics? What 
about zombies, is there a 
zombie at least? Or will 
the filmmakers go for the 
G rating and we’re left 
with another “ho –hum” 
biker film we’d rather 
forget? 

Remember Luke Memorial Ride 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vale Luke Wilson 

 I would like to let you know the feelings as a mother, a parent and family members  of Luke 
Wilson, we are disgusted at the result of Luke’s case where a police officer was found “Not Guilty” of 
driving dangerously causing death.  

We believe that it sends the wrong message to the community when all we hear about is reducing the 
road toll. How can we ever get through to all drivers, especially young drivers, when a member of our 
authority - holding a “silver driving standard” is choosing to drive in this manner, not believing it was 
not “dangerous”, for the sake of cupcakes.  Where are the priorities?  In the process of ”Innocent until 
Proven Guilty” as in the drivers case, we sat through five days of a slanted view to try and degrade 
Luke’s name and character, his ability as a rider and that his bike was in a “over maintained” order. 
This is to establish as the law states ” To Prove Beyond Reasonable Doubt” that the driver did not 
cause Luke’s death.  

I believe that the laws do not look after the victim, in this case the deceased person has no 
representation and yet be scrutinized to a miniscule degree and not to be able to argue their case. I ask 
you, who is the Innocent person here?  This is not about upholding the law, this is about not taking 
responsibility for your actions, this is about not being sentenced and jailed and this is about winning a 
case. We as a family are left with complete heartache of the loss or our beautiful son, brother, partner, 
uncle, grandson, nephew, cousin and extended family not to mention all his friends and community.  

Regards, 

Maureen Wilson  

Luke’s mother written on Mother’s Day 201 

On March 4th, 2012 the MRA(Vic) encourages all riders 
to support the Wilson Family in a memorial ride “to 

remember Luke”. 

Meet at Sunbury MacDonalds at 10:30am for a 10:45am departure, with a local ride leading 
on to the Black Forest Drive to ride into Woodend. Arrive at Woodend Golf Course about 

11:30am - 11:45am to be on the course at 12 noon. Tree planting ceremony and salute to our 
fallen bretheren. Keep an eye on the calendar for details 

 

http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/extcal/event.php?event=560


 

PAGE  6 

  

Annual General Meeting 7th March 2012 
Proxy Voting form 

 
 
To be given to an attending member to declare to the membership/secretary on entry. Five proxy votes 
maximum for each attending member. 
 
Full Name: ______________________________________________________ 
Street Address:___________________________________________________ 
Suburb: ________________________________  
Post Code: ______________ 
Membership Number: ____________________________________________ 
 
I hereby give my proxy vote as a full member to; 
 
Full Name: ______________________________________________________ 
Membership Number: ____________________________________________ 
 
 
Signed: ____________________________________________ 
 

NOMINATION FORM 
To be returned no later than 6pm Thursday 1st March 2012 
 To: The Secretary 
 PO Box 12905 A’Beckett Street Melbourne VIC 3000 
 
Full Name: ______________________________________________________ 
Street Address:___________________________________________________ 
Suburb: ________________________________  
Post Code: ______________ 
Membership Number: ____________________________________________ 
 
 
Board Position Nominating For: (please tick) 
□ President   □ Membership Secretary 
□ Vice President   □ Ordinary Board Member 
□ Treasurer   □  Secretary 
 
 
Nominated By:  
Name: (printed) __________________________________________________ 
Membership Number:_____________________________________________ 
Signature: ______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Seconded By: 
Name: (printed) __________________________________________________ 
Membership Number: _____________________________________________ 
Signature: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Secretary use only. 
 
Nomination accepted: �Yes �No 
Position contested: �Yes �No 
Election Successful: �Yes �No 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Your association 
needs you! 

 
It’s not uncommon for clubs 
and associations to have 
difficulty in finding members 
to take and active role in the 
running and administration 
of the organization. There is 
so much to do and the 
rewards are often confined 
to personal satisfaction. 
 
The MRA(Vic) needs the 
help of members so if you 
can spare some time and a 
little effort please join us in 
promoting the motorcycle 
community. 
 
Roles urgently required are; 
 
Board members. 
Merchandising officer 
Newsletter editor. 
Marketing and advertising 
manager. 
Marshals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
mraa@mravic.org.au 
 

http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/docmanager/view_file.php?curent_file=615&curent_dir=10
mailto:mraa@mravic.org.au
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The 13th MRA Cranbourne GP Run was the biggest ever! 
 
Congratulations to the City of Casey for another successful MRA Cranbourne GP Run with one 
of the biggest turn outs yet! Kieran Perkins waved off thousands of riders and participants after 
an exhausting morning of fun and frivolity watched by many thousands of families and 
enthusiasts. 
 
Right – Kieran Waves them off before 
Joining in on his BMW. 
 
 
Kerry and Marcus, Kieran – you’re so 
Awesome! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kieran spent time signing posters 
for the fans. 
 
 
A sea of bikes make their way  
Through Cranbourne on the way to 
Phillip Island. 

Motorcycles to use 
Hoddle Street Bus Lane in 
peak hour trial. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Monday 21 November, 
2011, a six month trial will 
begin on Hoddle Street, 
Melbourne, allowing 
motorcycles and scooters to 
ride in the southbound bus 
lane between the Eastern 
Freeway and Victoria 
Parade.  
 
Minister for Roads and 
Public Transport, Terry 
Mulder said information 
from the trial 'along with 
community feedback, will be 
used to make an evidence-
based decision on whether 
to allow motorcycles to use 
bus lanes'. 
 
Fingers crossed some sense 
will prevail and this will 
become a permanent fixture 
and be expanded to other 
areas. 
 
 



 

President’s Report - Shifting Gears  
 
From the office of the poison chalice. It’s been a tough  
year for me, 2011 is a year I’d like to forget. It started  
with the company I work for being bought out and  
many changes beginning there. Then my brother  
contracted Swine Flu and passed away which still  
hurts. Then we had the MRA(Vic) AGM in March  
where the role of the MRA(Vic) changed and I took  
on the difficult task of leading it as a social club to  
promote motorcycling as the membership wished. 
With little funds we had to make a few changes, first was to find a  
new meeting place for the board meetings which we thank the Local Hotel management for 
helping out with. Second was to publish the newsletters on the website instead of printing 
them. In case you missed it, the newsletter is being published electronically with only a single 
hardcopy coming out before the AGM each year. The last edition can be found at; 
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/docmanager/view_file.php?curent_file=549&curent_dir=13 
 
With the changes at work I then found myself in Sydney for six months of the year building a 
new facility which left me little time to work on the newsletters and website so a few of these 
fell behind. 
 
During all this were many other changes and challenges. The Parliamentary Inquiry into 
Motorcycle Safety was launched by the government with invitations to make submissions. The 
MRA(Vic) decided to work through others as part of our new role so we endorsed several such 
as those by the Ulyssess Club, the VMC, ARD, Maurice Blackburn and Prof. Marcus Wigan. Some 
submissions were appallingly anti motorcycle and I’ll single out the RACV as being outrageous 
for a club that was founded by four motorcyclists. These submissions can be found at; 
http://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/rsc/article/1681 
 
Following the submissions were a series of hearings where our Patron Prof Marcus Wigan, 
VMC’s Rob Salvadore, our own Tony Ellis (for Ulysses) and Rob Smith (ARD)amoungst others 
made outstanding presentations. It inspires me that such enlightened people would take the 
time to make such passionate pleas for the government to look sensibly into the issues of 
motorcycle safety. Of course then there were some where you would really question their 
motives for disparaging riders. The transcripts for all these should be available in March 
although the results of the inquiry are not due for some time. 
 
Professor Wigan also stood for membership of the RACV board at their 2011 elections which 
we fully supported but it was disappointing, though no surprise, that the incumbents regained 
their positions. It would have been nice to have a measure of balance in their management and 
accountability as their anti-motorcycle bias is quite alarming. As a service member I was 
shocked to hear them touting the same lines as the Police who were asked to resubmit their 
submission as it contained errors. Anyone fail statistics at school? 
 
Another positive change is the bus lane trail during  
peak hours down Hoddle Street. This is something  
the VMAC had been working on for some time and  
we’re very pleased to see VicRoads finally implement 
the trial. It also surprised us that a Bicycle Network  
Victoria representative came out with such vitriolic  
hatred in the papers towards motorcyclists.  
Perhaps they erroneously feel a turf war looming 
 where as we view it as part of separation and safety  
for all road users. We hope the trial will become  
permanent and expanded as it is in other states and 
 the UK. 
 
Continued page 9 
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Caldermeade 
Farm & Cafe 

 
Contacts & location 
Open daily 9am – 5pm 
summer, weekends and 
holidays 
(10am – 4pm winter 
weekdays) 
4385 South Gippsland 
Highway Caldermeade 
3984 
 
Telephone: 03 5997 
5000 
Fax: 5997 5111 
 
Email: maxwellj@tpg.com.au 
 
Melways Ref: Map 612 R 8 
VICROADS: 96 A5 
 

 
 
Biker friendly and ample 
parking. Stop in on your way 
to the GP! 
 
 
 
 

http://www.thelocalportmelbourne.com.au/
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/docmanager/view_file.php?curent_file=549&curent_dir=13
http://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/rsc/article/1681
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/news/article.php?storyid=2201
mailto:maxwellj@tpg.com.au
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ON April 20th 2009 Peta Louise Carbonneau, a senior constable at the Sunbury police station 
was on her way to work, but turned around after realising she had left behind a batch of cup 
cakes for her friend and colleague Senior Constable Kim Basic who was celebrating her 
birthday. Her car was struck by 31-year-old Woodend rider Luke Wilson whilst she did the U-
turn and he died. Carbonneau faced four charges: dangerous driving causing death, dangerous 
driving, failing to give way doing a U-turn and failing to keep left of dividing lines. Magistrate 
Peter Mealy committed Carbonneau to stand trial saying “a jury, if properly instructed, could 
conclude that it was hazardous to perform a U-turn is such poor conditions, and therefore, 
support a conviction.” She pleaded not guilty and was acquitted of the charge in the Bendigo 
County Court in May 2011. All other charges were dropped by the Office of Public 
Prosecution. Luke Wilson’s mother Maureen wrote  
“How can we ever get through to all drivers, especially  
young drivers when a member of authority, holding a 
 silver driving standard, is choosing to drive in this  
manner, not believing it was not dangerous, for the  
sake of cupcakes, where are the priorities? “ We would 
ask the same as this is not the first time a driver has  
walked away free from court after killing a rider. There  
is definitely something wrong with the law, or the  
obtuse system that allows people to get away with  
murdering a rider whether it be malicious or by  
ineptitude.  I encourage all riders, everywhere to support  
the Wilson family on a day of remembrance, Luke’s birthday, by participating in the memorial 
ride on Sunday 4th March. This injustice must cease. 
 
I hope the members enjoy the trailer on page 4. It solves a number of issues such as storing 
our equipment, getting it to events and the time it takes to setup stands. Hopefully this will be 
used more often and get our logo in front of more riders. Currently we’ve yet to finish setting 
it up and sorting through all the stuff still at Kerry’s place, it all takes time and effort. I’m still 
awaiting some insurance products to cover it and the ownership transfer from the Scouting 
Association we purchased it from. 
 
Maurice and Blackburn are supporting a facebook “Sorry Mate I Didn’t See You” or SMIDSY 
awareness campaign at https://www.facebook.com/stopsmidsy . Good to see firms finally 
recognising motorcycles as a legitimate mode of transport and the problems we face in a car 
centric community.  The MRA(Vic), the Australian Riders Division of Motorcycling Australia, 
the Victorian Motorcycle Council and the Australian Motorcycle Council are all supporting Rob 
Smith of ARD in submitting to the government to remove the bias and legitimize lane filtering 
as per the Californian and UK example. With a combined effort and the numbers represented 
by all these organisations the government needs to take a serious look at the issue and make 
an unprecedented change. Remove the obstacles in enforcement; add it to the training for 
riders and car drivers, all based on sound research and evidence that will improve safety for 
riders. Combined with Bus lanes this idea of separation will benefit the entire community. 
The momentum started at our AGM last year with establishing the VMC as the lobbying and 
advocacy group has been gathering support. The Filtering and SMIDSY campaigns are 
indicative of more to come. I should mention the positive outcome for the SuperCheap Auto 
Carma campaign. SuperCheap Corporate Manager for Marketing and Advertising David Ajala 
withdrew the offending commercial and worked with several motorcycle groups including the 
MRA(Vic), VMC, AMC and the Motorcycle Council of New South Wales in producing a new 
commercial that went to air last year. Page 13 has the form sent to all motorcycle clubs 
describing what the VMC is about. In March the inaugural meeting of all the clubs will mark 
the widespread recognition of the new advocacy structure.  On page 12 we’ve outlined a 
positive step forward with the affiliation of MRA(Vic) with Motorcycling Australia’s ARD. This 
gives our members a good alternative to other roadside assistance services by becoming a 
member of ARD with a discount. Just list your MRA(Vic) membership and get $10 off ARD 
membership which includes roadside assistance! There are other advantages for the MRA(Vic) 
including liability insurance coverage so the board considers this a positive step forward for 
the association and we look forward to working with Rob Smith. 
 
Continued page 10 

The Local Hotel 
Port Melbourne 

 
22-24 Bay Street, Port 
Melbourne VIC 3207 
 
Download the menu! 
 
Located by the bay in Port 
Melbourne, The Local lives 
up to its name with a warm, 
friendly and down to earth 
atmosphere.    
Offering value for money 
meals, live music and 
entertainment, function 
rooms, live sport and a 
fantastic location on the 
Bay, The Local is well worth 
a visit.  
 
http://www.thelocalportmel
bourne.com.au/ 
 
What would you do? 
a "Crash Course for the 
Motorcyclist ™" 
 
will train you to deal with all 
the aspects of a Motorcycle 
Accident. 
Taught in the USA sinse 1996 
and now available in  
Australia and New Zealand. 
 
http://www.asma.org.au/ 
 

http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/news/article.php?storyid=1455
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/extcal/event.php?event=560
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/extcal/event.php?event=560
https://www.facebook.com/stopsmidsy
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/news/article.php?storyid=2103
http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/news/article.php?storyid=2103
http://odpc.cicreate1.com/files/1_LOCAL%20-%20Summer%20menu%202010%20%282%29_1290060513.pdf
http://www.thelocalportmelbourne.com.au/
http://www.thelocalportmelbourne.com.au/
http://www.asma.org.au/
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Kerry has done such a magnificent 
job organising the Toyrun this year 
he is to be congratulated by all  
riders. Despite the inclement  
weather in the morning there was  
a great turn out and every  
participant had a great day. Not  
only has he secured Calder Park  
as the destination next year, there 
are more vendors and sponsors  
getting behind it! The board has  
agreed that the best way forward  
to ensure the Toyrun event grows  
and guarantees it continues is to  
look at an in principle contract for a marketing company to promote and run the event. Tony 
is in the process of writing up a contract that stipulates the conditions necessary and we’ll 
announce more about this at the AGM. After the fiasco at Docklands this will ensure the 
event is funded and managed to grow and fulfill its potential as a major motorcycling 
community event. 
 
So where to for the MRA(Vic)? With the Annual General Meeting next month there is a hope 
that we can bring some new faces to the board and executive. We’re hoping that new faces 
will bring new ideas, enthusiasm and people to help us move forward whilst maintaining the 
integrity of our efforts over the last few years. There would be nothing worse than letting the 
association slide back to the troubled dark ages that occurred over the last decade. So if you 
have the time and inclination towards wanting to build up the association with regular rides, 
meeting points, social events and get togethers revolving around the world of motorcycling 
then come along to the AGM at the Local Hotel on March 7th.  
 
Grant Delahoy 
MRAV President 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHANNEL 10 is about to get down and dirty with its latest drama.  

Following Nine's success with the Underbelly franchise, Ten will tell the story of Sydney's 
deadly bikie wars in Brothers in Arms. The network has finally lifted the lid on its casting for 
the six-part series. It will star Callan Mulvey, Jeremy Lindsay Taylor, Todd Lasance, Damian 
Walshe-Howling and Nathaniel Dean. Each has appeared in one of the Underbelly series at 
Nine. Lindsay Taylor, who most recently starred in Underbelly: Razor as the handsome yet 
menacing Norman Bruhn, stacked on 20kg and grew an impressive beard for his role in 
Brothers in Arms. Filming coincided with Taylor's wedding - meaning his poor wife had to 
deal with a portly and hairy groom: "The wedding pics are pretty funny," he says with a 
laugh. 

 

 
 

http://xcelplus.com.au 
 
Please direct all inquiries 
to. 

 
 

Xcelplus@pobox.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gavin and Grace at Toyrun 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exactly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kerry and Evan at Toyrun 
 

http://www.mravic.org.au/forum/modules/extcal/event.php?event=475
http://xcelplus.com.au/
mailto:Xcelplus@pobox.com


Legitimize Filtering 
 
A memorandum of understanding between the major 
riders’ groups on a proposal to recognise and 
 legitimize filtering at a national level. 
 
In a landmark agreement on the issue of legitimizing  
filtering, the Motorcycle Riders Association Vic 
 (MRAV), Australian Motorcycle Council (AMC), 
 Victorian Motorcycle Council (VMC) and the  
Australian Riders’ Division (ARD) (of Motorcycling  
Australia) have co-signed a Memorandum of  
Understanding agreeing to support the proposal put  
forward late last year to VicRoads by the ARD. 
 
The proposal calls for the recognition and legitimizing 
 of filtering at a national level, but has a larger  
objective of informing drivers and requiring them to  
look for motorcycles as part of their shared  
responsibilities.  
 
“At the moment, official driver safety publications advise drivers on sharing road space with 
trams, trucks and bicycles, but provide no advice on how to behave with motorcycles,” said 
Rob Smith, the manager of the ARD.  
 
“There is no empirical evidence anywhere that filtering is dangerous and the benefits to the 
driving community and the wider community are being ignored for no good reason.”  
 
Following the preparation and submission of an initial proposal, the ARD is in the process of 
preparing a second paper that hopes to address the call for a more compelling case following 
a recent meeting between interested parties and VicRoads. 
 
“We’ve run an on-line petition to gauge support and the results are overwhelming, riders 
want something that is practiced every day without drama to be recognised and officially 
sanctioned. With the support of the rider reps, we’re confident that we can present a good 
case,” Smith said. 
 
Historically rider groups have been fragmented, a situation that has meant a lack of 
coordination and communication, certainly in the eyes of government and authorities.  
 
“There has never been a safer time to be a rider than today and achieving recognition of 
filtering can only make things safer.” 
 
Peter Baulch, Chairman of the Victorian Motorcycle Council, believes the agreement is a 
significant step forward. 
 
“The Memorandum of Understanding unites us in a common purpose and clearly shows that 
the ARD can provide vital support for rider representatives.” 
 
The agreement also means that in order to achieve a consistent message on the issue of 
filtering, the signatories will refer all media inquiries relating to filtering to Smith. 
 
25th January 2012 on bikesales.com.au 
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Ambulance Bikers 

The Victorian Coalition 
Government has delivered 
on an election commitment 
to pilot a Motorcycle 
Paramedic Unit to respond 
to emergencies in inner 
Melbourne. 

"In 2010-11, Ambulance 
Victoria responded to 
350,000 emergency 
incidents in metropolitan 
Melbourne, of which 
200,000 were Code 1 
incidents requiring a lights 
and sirens response," Mr 
Davis said. 

"The growing population is 
putting pressure on our 
transport infrastructure, and 
as a result, increasing traffic 
congestion is making it 
difficult for ambulances to 
respond rapidly to 
emergencies in inner 
Melbourne. 

"This dedicated Motorcycle 
Paramedic Unit will make it 
easier and quicker for 
Ambulance Victoria to 
respond to emergencies at 
places such as Etihad 
Stadium in the Docklands 
and the busy CBD. 

"They will provide early 
assessment, triage and 
initiation of treatment that 
may save lives. 

"By getting to the scene and 
assessing patients sooner, 
the Motorcycle Paramedic 
Unit will also be able to 
advise the co-ordination 
centre when stretcher 
vehicles are not required –
enabling resources to be 
directed to where they are 
most needed," Mr Davis 
said. 

Continued page 12 

http://www.bikesales.com.au/news/2012/landmark-agreement-on-filtering-issue-28522
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Australian Riders Division and MRA(Vic) are affiliated! 
 
With a common goal of promoting all things motorcycling it is your executive’s great pleasure 
to announce that the Motorcycle Riders Association of Victoria is now an affiliate member of 
Motorcycling Australia’s Australian Riders Division. This offers our members a 
 

• discount on ARD membership 
• access to nationwide roadside assistance for their motorcycles.  

 
It also means that the MRA(Vic) can take advantage of the insurance offered as part of this 
arrangement and save our members money. We believe this is an outstanding move forward 
and congratulate Rob Smith for the efforts he and his team are making. For more information 
visit the ARD website at http://www.ard.org.au/about.php 
 
The Australian Riders' Division is Motorcycling Australia's non-competition division that has 
been put together to provide a resource for non-competition Australian riders. 
Although MA has been involved in competition for 80 years and has a membership of around 
28000 people nationally, the primary purpose of the ARD is to promote motorcycling in all its 
forms. The way they do this is by providing simple but important services such as National 
Roadside Assistance, Rider Training and Public Liability insurance for clubs and tour operators. 
They believe these core products make getting into riding easier and safer. 
 
In January 2011, Motorcycling Australia's Riders Division was remodelled and renamed the 
Australian Riders Division (ARD). Benefits of membership to the new Australian Riders' 
Division include free roadside assistance, topical forums, and special events. Most 
importantly, the Australian Riders' Division advocates motorcycling and requires the 
continued support of members to do so. Some of the things made possible by ARD members 
include: 

• Development of a National Roadside Assistance package 
• Development of an Advanced On-road Rider Training Package 
• Project ACME competition for schools to restore a classic motorcycle: $1000, this is 

ongoing and funded by us. The Yuille Community College is now well under way with 
this project and we are very excited at the prospect of seeing the finished ACME 125 

• Moto Rodeo for the Queensland Flood Appeal, raised $2750 for the Salvation Army 
and was held in three states 

• Submissions on key issues: National Road Safety Strategy 2011-2010; Victorian 
Parliamentary Inquiry into Motorcycle Safety 2011 

• Development and circulation of ARD's Filtering paper 
• Numerous meetings with motorcycle stakeholders and lobby groups 
• Inaugural Celebration of Women's Motorcycling weekend event: Australia Day 

weekend 
• Adventure Travel Film Festival supporter 

In addition to its individual member benefits, ARD also supports clubs by offering a club 
affiliation package for clubs holding rides and events. This allows clubs greater freedom and 
ability to hold successful events for their members. 
 
Personal membership to the ARD costs just $39 for one year or $29 for members of currently 
affiliated clubs. Clubs wishing to affiliate and access ARD Associations Liability cover can do so 
for $270 per year. riders@ma.org.au 
 
 

The men and women of the 
first Motorcycle Paramedic 
Unit will be riding Piaggio 
500cc motorcycles. These 
motorcycles are used by 
paramedics in Singapore. 

Mr Davis said the 
government was responding 
to challenges in providing 
ambulance services to 
Victoria's growing 
population. 

"We are interested in 
supporting innovation by 
looking at new ways of 
tackling the challenges 
facing the health system," 
Mr Davis said. 

"The Motorcycle Paramedic 
Unit is one example of 
innovation supported by the 
Coalition Government, with 
$3.2 million committed in 
the last State Budget." 

 

 
 
 
 
The MRAV fully supports 
this trial and wishes the unit 
members the very best. 
 
“Far from political spin, 
knowing the practical 
advantages of powered two 
wheel mode vehicles we are 
certain this project will save 
lives”, says association 
President Grant Delahoy. 
 
“We hope the unit receives 
funding and commitment 
for further expansion and 
permanency along with 
even better bikes in the 
future”. 

http://www.ard.org.au/about.php
http://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/images/stories/committees/rsc/motorcycle_safety/Submissions/44-67/45_MA_31082011.pdf
http://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/images/stories/committees/rsc/motorcycle_safety/Submissions/44-67/45_MA_31082011.pdf
http://www.ma.org.au/fileadmin/user_upload/Documents/Riders__Division/Filtering_Proposal.pdf
mailto:%20riders@ma.org.au
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Proposal to advance a Peak Advocacy Group in Victoria 
 
Vision a unique mode of transport that is available to those that desire it 
 
Mission to promote motorcycling by removing obstacles that prevent the enjoyment of motorcycling 
 
Charter  

• protect the rights and freedom of motorcyclists in the face of discriminatory legislation and 
practices 

• promote the social and personal benefits of motorcycling 
• promote appropriate planning and design of road infrastructure that is supportive of 

motorcycling 
• promote the environmental benefits of motorcycling 
• promote the safety and enjoyment of motorcyclists by improving riding skills 
• work with interstate and international bodies to pursue the mission 
• promote a balanced approach to liberty and regulation 
• ensure a sustainable future for our organisation 

 
Attributes  

• Professional (structured) 
• Sustainable (roles and responsibilities I financially sound) 
• Transparent (evidence based I open discussion) 
• Representative (inclusive I communicative) 
• Passionate (love of motorcycling I desire to improve) 

 
Motorcycle issues requiring motorcyclists input 
- Graduated Licensing System (GLS) To date, VMC Detailed submission presented 
- National Road Safety Strategy (NRSS) To date, VMC Detailed submission presented 
- Inquiry into Motorcycle Safety (RSC) To date, VMC Detailed submission presented* 
- Filtering legislation To date, VMC input and endorsement of ARD submission 
- SMIDSY awareness campaign To date, VMC input and endorsement of SMIDSY 

campaign 
- Motorcycle fatality and accident data recording 
- Off-road designated ride areas 
- Data collection systems and accuracy 
- ATV ROPS issues 
- ABS brake suitability - 
- Protective clothing policy 
- Road engineering I road safety 
- Motorcycle research 
- Relevant ADRs 
- Frontal identification 

 
Meetings held with 
- Victorian Government Executives 
- Victorian Police 
- Vic Roads 
- Transport Accident Commission 
- Motorcycle friendly Law Firm 
- Aus Motorcycle Council – member of National representative organisation 
 
*A copy of the VMC submission to the RSC can be found at; 
http://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/images/stories/committees/rsc/motorcycle_safety/Submissions/44-
67/55_VMC_09092011.pdf 
 
Benefits of Peak Advocacy Group: 

• Able to represent all motorcycling stakeholders in dealings with State and Federal 
Governments I Agencies 

• Able to understand needs of motorcycling, collate and prepare relevant and specific 
submissions I policies 

• Able to identify and propose improvements to decision making processes (e.g. mlc incident 
data collection) 

• Lead the development of improvements for motorcyclists by motorcyclists (e.g. motorcycle 
training) 

• The complexity of the motorcycle market has always been a headache for government and 
its agencies. 

• A professional group of experienced motorcyclists, able to work across all these segments, 
will be a valuable asset to motorcyclists, the government and it's agencies in contributing 
towards solutions in perceived problems areas. 

 

Registration Rolls 
 
It's come to our attention 
that there is some 
confusion about the 
placement of registration 
labels on bikes and that 
some riders believe that 
placing a label on the rear 
of the bike is illegal. 
It is not and has not been 
since the law was 
changed back in 2009. 
  
(from Road Safety 
(Vehicles) Regulations 
2009 - S.R. No. 118/2009) 

53 Where registration 
label to be affixed on 
vehicle 

A registration label for a 
vehicle must be affixed 
as follows; 

(c) in the case of a 
motor cycle, in a 
suitable holder— 

(i) to the left side of the 
motor cycle so that the 
front of the label faces 
outwards from the 
motor cycle; or 

(ii) to the handlebar on 
the left side of the motor 
cycle so that the front of 
the label faces the front 
of the motor cycle; or 

iii) to the centre of the 
front of the motor cycle 
in a position as near as 
practicable to the top of 
the steering head so 
that the front of the 
label faces towards the 
front of the motor cycle; 
or 

 
 
 Continued page 14 

http://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/images/stories/committees/rsc/motorcycle_safety/Submissions/44-67/55_VMC_09092011.pdf
http://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/images/stories/committees/rsc/motorcycle_safety/Submissions/44-67/55_VMC_09092011.pdf
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(iv) on or adjacent to 
the motor cycle's 
number plate in a way 
that the characters on 
the number plate are 
not obscured; 
  
Note that the 
following regulation 
means that the 
cylindrical type of 
registration holders 
are not legal as the 
whole label must be 
visible:  
  
52 Registration label to 
be affixed in visible and 
readable way 
A registration label for a 
vehicle must be affixed 
so that— 
(a) it is clearly visible 
from a distance of 5 
metres from the vehicle; 
and 
(b) the information on 
the label is readable 
from outside the 
vehicle. 
 
VicPol have confirmed 
that these cylindrical 
holders are definitely 
not legal under 
Victorian law...  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOT LEGAL in 
Victoria 
 

 
Request to you  
 

• Enable the VMC to communicate with you, understand your needs and represent you 
• Understand the issues that face motorcycling in Victoria 
• Support the VMC with your time and energy where possible 

 
The VMC will arrange for an open meeting in March 2012 to discuss motorcycling in 
Victoria and specifically what we require to represent motorcyclists - please help us 
to support motorcycling! 

Sorry mate, I need to know you! 
 
"As Chairman of the VMC, and on behalf of all our member clubs and affiliates, I congratulate the 
MRAV on their outstanding organisation of yet another very successful Annual Toy Run. The pleasure 
derived from the Toy Run extends well beyond all the donors and rider participants, but ultimately to 
the many thousands of needy children who may not otherwise have experienced the fun and 
excitement of simply receiving a gift from Santa. As an entrenched "Christmas Institution" it 
is anticipated that MRAV Annual Toy Run will  continue to grow and prosper for the benefit of all who 
are touch by the traditional Christmas spirit of giving." 
 
"During the past year, the Victorian Motorcycle Council (of which MRAV is a member), has focussed 
substantially on building strong and reputable credibility with ALL stakeholders in the motorcycling 
community. The challenges and threats to all sectors of motorcycling need to be sensibly addressed, 
so as to ensure that the rights and freedoms of riders are maintained in a safe and enjoyable manner 
for all participants. Governments (both State & Federal)and Government Agencies (including, but not 
limited to Vic Roads, Vic Police, TAC, Nat Parks, Transport, etc) are demonstrating a new 
preparedness to engage recognised motorcycling representatives in meaningful consultation, 
dialogue and advisory roles. To this end, VMC Officers have regular meetings with Government 
Ministers, and Agency Bosses. Additionally the VMC is well represented on the "new" Government 
appointed Motorcycle Advisory Group (MAG), to provide input, engage in data interpretation and 
ultimately "advise" Vic Roads on vital matters pertaining to all aspects of motorcycling. Other 
attendees to MAG meetings include  Vic Police, TAC, VACC and RACV. 
  
Earlier in this piece are important links to the VMC submissions to NRSS, GLS and the current 
Victorian Parliamentary Inquiry into Motorcycle Safety. This is a far-reaching inquiry which has the 
potential to make a significant contribution to the future of all facets of motorcycling in Victoria. 
  
You can contact the VMC by email at victorianmotorcyclecouncil@gmail.com  or by snail mail at  
P.O. Box 2222, Rowville. Vic. 3178 
  
Peter Baulch 
Chairman - VMC.  
 
Toyrun 2011 
Lukey Luke gives his 
Mum a peck. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     The super heros arrive! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          
Cheers matey, it’s all good. 

mailto:victorianmotorcyclecouncil@gmail.com
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